" The dose should be administered at the beginning of each pain, and increased when the head is passing over the perineum. The anaesthetic state may be kept up for hours without mischief, especially when complete insensibility is not required.
" I have tried various modes of administration, instruments specially contrived for the purpose, sponge, lint, &c., and I believe that by far the best is the one originally proposed by Dr. Simpson, viz. a clean white pocket-handkerchief folded funnel-shape; into which half a drachm or a drachm of the chloroform is to be poured, and which may then be placed near the mouth of the patient, and after a few respirations, over both mouth and nose. It is a good plan to allow the patient to hold the handkerchief herself, unless we wish to produce deep anaesthesia, as it will fall from her hand when sleep commences." (p. 253-4.) We are strongly inclined to the belief that, on the whole, Dr.
Churchill's view is among the most sensible that has been put forth on this subject: to which, however, we shall take an early opportunity of recurring more in detail.
